BRIDGEND  URBAN  DISTRICT  - 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER 

AND 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES 

For  the  Year  1899. 


WYNDHAM  RANDALL,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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The  Bridgend  Urban  District  Council. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BRIDGEND  URBAN 

DISTRICT  COUiVCIL. 

Gentukmen, — 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  fifteenth  annual  Heport,  being 
that  lor  the  year  1899,  and  to  lay  before  von  the  usual  Tables  of 
\utal  Statistics. 

The  district  is  said  to  contain  aii  area  ol  629  acres,  with  a 
density  of  population  of  lO'oS  per  acre.  This  acreage,  I  hope, 
soon  will  be  .settled  authoratively  when  the  forthcoming  Ordnance 
Purvey  is  available. 

The  Population. 

The  population  of  the  district,  including  the  daily  average  of 
96  inmates  in  the  Workhouse,  has  been  estimated  at  6,346,  esti¬ 
mated  from  the  result  of  a  street  by  street  inspection,  undertaken 
by  the  Surveyor,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  exact  number 
of  inhabited  and  vacant  houses  in  the  district,  and  so  forming  a 
lairly  approximate  estimate  of  the  population  by  multiplying  the 
number  of  inhabited  houses  by  the  average  population  per  house 
census  of  1891,  with  the  increase  ot  births  over  death'J 

added. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  a  small  decrease  of  population  has 
occurred  in  Oldcastle,  with  an  almost  corresponding  increase  in 
^Newcastle.  It  is  on  the  above  estimate  that  the  statistical 
returns  have  been  constructed. 

An  estimate,  based  on  the  number  of  Count}-  Eiectori.  1.900 
places  the  population  500  higher  than  the  above  estimate. 

Houses  Occupied,  &c.,  in  the  Parishes. 


Parishes. 

- 

Occupied. 

Vacant 

Totals. 

Population. 

Oldcastle . 

868 

318 

loy 

32 

977 

350 

4514 

1653 

Newcastle. . 

District . 

1186 

141 

1327 

6167 

The  96  daily  average  of  inmates  at  the  Workhouse,  with  the 
increase  of  births  over  deaths  in  the  district  added  to  the  above 
estimated  population,  equals  a  total  population  of  6,346. 

The  population  of  the  town  is  now  practically  stationary,  except 
tor  the  slight  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  a's  may  be  seen  bv 
reference  to  the  above  return  in  my  1898  report. 


Births. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  were  195  ;  of  these  102 
were  males  and  93  ft  males. 

The  seven  births  at  the  Workliouse — four  males  and  three 
females- -ar#  included  in  the  above  return.  These  seven  births 
were  illegitimate. 

The  birth-rate  was  3072  per  1000  persons  living,  as  compared 
with  29*26,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

Table  I  show’s  the  population,  the  births,  the  deaths,  and  the 
excess  of  births  over  deatlis  in  successive  years. 

TABLE  I. 


Year. 

Popula¬ 

tion. 

Births. 

. 

j 

Deaths. 

Excess  of 
Deaths. 

Excess  of 
Births. 

1891 

4896 

145 

129 

Nil. 

16 

1892 

4896 

154 

92 

62 

[893 

5146 

163 

68 

?  5 

97 

1894 

5426 

181 

S7 

94 

1895 

6136 

214 

1^2 

»» 

82 

1896 

6458 

186 

108 

78 

1897 

6370 

[99 

107 

92 

1898 

6279 

211 

^13 

1 

98 

1199 

6346 

195 

III 

1 } 

84 

Table  II.  shows  the  comparisons  of  Births  and  Deaths  in  the 
district  in  successive  years. 

TABLE  ir. 


Year. 

■ 

: 

1 

Births 

i 

Birth-' 
rate  Deaths 
per  1  from 
1^00  ;  all 
iving-jeauses, 

-1 

'!  ■  - 

Death- 

rate 

per 

1000 

living. 

Zymotic 

Death- 

rate. 

Death  Rate  under 

J  year  per  1000 
Births. 

Bridg¬ 

end. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

1891 

145 

t 

29-6  I 

129 

26*3 

g“8 

. 

138-0 

150 

1892 

154 

31-4  .  i 

92 

1S7 

i’4 

110*4 

149 

1^93 

163 

32*0  1 

68 

13-2 

i’5 

X39-3 

159 

1894 

[8r  ; 

0  i 

87 

15*0 

0*9 

99-4 

137 

^895 

214 

34‘8  : 

132 

21.5 

3  5 

172*8 

161 

1896 

186 

28*8 

108 

i6’7 

I  *0 

i66*6 

148 

1897 

199  i 

31*2  j 

T07 

i6*7 

0*9 

'35-6 

156 

1898 

311 

33’6 

113 

17*9 

123*2 

161 

1899 

195  , 

307  , 

11 1 

' 

17*4 

■0  •  0 
^  Z 

i43’5 

163 

Means 

183*1  I 

317  i 

103*2 

i8'i 

I '5 

136*5 

153*7 

3 

Table  i  U  shows  the  comparisons  of  births  and  deaths  in  the 
Parishes  of  Oldcastle  and  Newcastle  in  1899. 

TABLE  III. 


! 

1 

1 

Year  1899. 

1  ] 

' 

I 

X  Birth - 
*5  rate 

M  ' 

lOCO. 

Deaths 
from  all 
causes. 

Death 

rate 

per 

TOGO. 

Z5miotic 
Death- 
rate  per 
1000. 

Death-1  ate  under 
I  3"ear  per  1000 
births. 

Bridg- 

end. 

England 

and 

Walts, 

Oldcastle  , 
Newcastle. 

147!  32-13 
48^  28-62 

87 

: 

19-02 

t4‘3i 

1-74 

3‘57 

149.65 

125-0 

District.  . 

195'  3072 

i 

i  III 

17  49 

2-20 

'43-«8 

Deaths. 


During^  the  year  1899,  iii  deaths  were  registered  in  the 
district.  Of  tli#se  58  were  males,  and  53  females.  The  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  was  84. 

The  death-rate  was  17*49  per  1000  persons  living,  as  compared 
with  17*99  in  1898. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Whiles  in  1899  was  18*3. 

'I'he  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  during  the  same  period  were 
14 ;  the  death  rate  per  1000  ot  population  was  2  20,  as  compared 
with  1*59  in  1898. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1899  was  2*19. 

Inquests  were  held  on  8  cases  of  sudden  death.  Of  these  i 
was  attributed  to  apoplexy,  2  to  cardiac  disease,  2  to  accident,  i 
to  starvation.  1  to  suffocation,  and  i  to  instrumental  delivery.. 

Three  deaths  in  the  district  were  associated  with  parturition  ; 
death  rate  0*47  per  icx)0  persons.  This  is  equal  to  a  death-rate  of 
15*38  per  icxx)  births.  This  excessive  death-rate  is  peculiar  to 
Bridgend  and  its  immediate  neighbourhood  ;  the  Central 
Division  of  the  Penybont^Rural  District  rate  being  35*08  per  1000 
births,  while  the  remainder  of  the  Peiiybont  district  has  a  rate  of 
only  3*71,  and  Maesteg  8*17,  The  rate  for  England  and  Wale.s  in 
1897  was  4*Li,  The  rate  for  the  10  years,  1881  to  1890,  \vas  4*73, 
and  therate  for  the  lo  years,  1887  to  1896,  was  5’o8. 

At  the  Workhouse  32  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year 
of  these  16  were  males  and  6  femaleSc  The  excess  of  deaths  over 
births  was  15. 

The  daily  average  number  of  inmates  was  95*8.  The  death- 
rate  was  229*64  per  looo,  as  compared  with  176*9  in  1898.,  and 
223*2  in  1897. 

The  22  deaths  at  the  Workhouse,  amon^  an  average  daily 
population  of  95,  are  included  in  the  total  deaths,  on  which  the 
mortality  rates  art  based. 
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The  Bridgend  Urban  District. 

Area  in  Acres,  629.  Density,  lo'ob. 

1891.  1899. 

Population,  4896.  ^^34^  (estimated). 

Birth-rate,  30*72.  Death-rate,  17*49.  infant  Death-rate,  143*58. 

Zymotic  Death-rate,  2*20.  Phthisis  Death-rate,  I'lo. 

Respiratory  Death-rate,  2*67.  Enteric  Fever  Death-rate,  1*73. 

The  number  of  inquests  held  was  8.  In  Oldcastle,  7  ;  in 
Newcastle  i. 

The  deaths  at  all  ages  were  : — 

Under  One  Year .  28 

One  year  and  under  five  years .  7 

Five  and  under  fifteen  years .  3 

Fifteen  and  under  twenty-five  years  ....  6 

Tweiit3^-five  and  under  sixty- five  j-ears  42 
Sixty-five  years  and  upwards .  25  ’ 

- Ill 


Table  IV  shows  the  chief  causes  of  deaths  amongst  infants 
^  under  one  year  of  age. 

TABLE  IV. 


I  Causes  of  Deaths  under  One  Year. 

Deaths. 

■' 

Diarrhoea . . . 

I 

Acute  Nephritis  . 

1 

Syphilis  . ’ . 

Tuberculosis . . . . . . . 

Premature  Birth  . . . . . 

Other  Congenital  Defects  . 

I 

1 

4 

2 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System . 

q 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratotv  Sv\stem . 

I 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  S3'stem  . . 

A 

Violence . 

I 

Ill-defined  causes,  &c. . . . 

3 

Total . 

28 

Table  V  shows  the  number  of  deaths  registered  in  each 
parish  during  the  year. 

TABLE  V. 


Parishes 

!  Zymotic 
^  Diseases. 

!  Parasitic 
Diseases. 

I  Digestive 

1  Diseases. 

1  CoQstitu- 
1  tional 

1  Diseases. 

1  Develop-  I 

1  mental 

Diseases.  I 

1  Local 

!  Diseases. 

1  Violence.  | 

Ill-defined 
i  causes,  &c. 

j  Total, 

[  Death  Rate 

1  per  lOoo, 

Oldcastle  . . . 

12 

10 

11 

10 

3S 

4 

2 

87 

24 

19-02 

Newcastle . 

6 

2 

3 

11 

1 

14-31 

District . 

IS 

12 

H 

11 

49 

4 

3 

111 

17-49 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  III  Deaths  from  all  causes  inciuded  ■ 

One  attributed  to  Diphtheria. 

Eleven  attributed  to  Enteric  Fever. 

Two  attributed  to  Diarrhoea. 

There  A^erein  addition  three  attributed  to  Influenza. 

Notification  ok  Infectious  Disuase. 

During  the  year  1899,  one  hundred  and  six  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  were  reported  to  me  b}^  Medical  Practitioners  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. 

Table  VI  shows  the  number  of  cases  repKirted  under  the 
Notification  Act,  and  the  deaths  during  each  month  of  the  year 
1899. 

TABLE  VI. 


jScarlet 

1  Fever. 

1 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Puerpcr 
al  Fever. 

Ery-  i 
sipelas 

Totals 

1 

Months. 

1 

■ 

; 

} 

1  Deaths. 

1 

1  Cases. 

1  Deaths. 

Cases. 

1 

Deaths. 

j  Cases. 

Deaths,  j 

Cases.  1 
Deaths.  I 

1  Cases.  1 

Deaths,  j 

Cases,  j 

January  ...... 

•  « 

• 

1 

I 

C 

V 

( 

c 

7 

9 

It 

17 

II 

18 
6 

Fehruarv  . 

.... 

.  . .  . 

2 

I 

.  . 

March  ........ 

Apfil . 

Ma}^  . . . 

I 

3 

I 

1 

3 

3 

2 

T 

■ 

0  • 

»  • 

• 

• 

4 

I 

I 

I 

•  •  •  « 

1 

.  ..  . 

’  5 

2 

2 

! 

i  II 

3 

5 

5 

8 

^5 

10 

10 

^4 

4 

.  . 

I 

• 

June . 

. 

I 

I 

July  . . 

August . 

September'  .... 

October  . . 

November  .... 
December  .... 

Year  1899. . .  . 

.... 

.... 

I 

i 

.  *  .  = 

.  . 

1  „ 

; 

.  . 

•  ’ 

i 

I  -  ’ 

i  I 

i 

5 

2 

3 

«  . 

.  .  . 

15 

I 

6 

78 

.... 

1  2 

'  5 

12 

106 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  were  two  deathi  from 
Diarrhoea— -one  in  September,  one  in  November  ;  and  three 
deaths  from  Influenza — two  in  March,  one  in  April. 

Table  VII  shows  the  distribution  of  notified  infectioiia 
diseases  and  deaths  due  to  the  same  in  each  Parish. 
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TABLE  Yli. 


Parishes 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Dipth- 

eria. 

1 

Enteric 

Fever. 

1 

Pueip’rl|  Krysip- 
P'ever  el  as. 

1 

Totals 

1 

1 

Deaths 

1 

j  Cases.  : 

t  1 

Deaths 

03 

<V 

03 

TO 

■ 

1 

Deaths 

Cases 

i 

Deaths 

1  "■  1 

I  Cases  ! 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths  j 

■ 

03 

V 

c 

03 

u 

Oldcastle  . 
Newcastle. 

I 

I 

4 

2 

^  59 

3  j  19 

1 

i  2  i  5 

j  1 

i  i  1 

84 

41  22 

1 

District  .  . 

15 

I 

6 

II  1  78  1 

i  1  I  ' 

'.21  15 

I2|  160 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  two  deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
in  Newcastle,  and  three  from  Influenza  in  Oldcastle. 

Table  VI 11  shows  the  notifications  received,  and  the  Di^aths  that 
occurred,  during  the  years  1895  to  1899,  inclusive. 


TABLE  YHI. 


Year 

Small 

Pex, 

1  Scarlet} 

Fever.} 

1 

rC 

•  ^ 

P 

1  thena.j 

Memhr. 

Croup. 

Euteric 

Fever 

Conlind. 

Fever. 

Pucrp’ral 

Fever 

Erysip¬ 

elas. 

Totals, 

Deaths 

Cases  { 

Deaths 
Cases  , 

1  Deaths  1 

1  Cases 

Deaths  j 

a> 

03 

0 

j  Deaths 

1  HyS'BQ 

Deaths 

*j0 

a; 

GO 

0 

1  Deaths 
j  Cases 

I  sqpuaci 

Cases  ! 
1 

Deaths  | 

r* 

t/l 

1 

1895 

10 

] 

6 

1 

4 

1*9 

3 

'  4 

1 

6 

42 

1896 

1 

21 

132 

2 

23 

! 

1 

5 

3 

81 

18f7 

4 

20 

5 

2 

19 

1  2. 

7 

2 

5  3 

1898 

1  0 
lo 

t 

5 

49 

3 

3 

5 

68 

1899 

15 

1 

6 

1 

11 

78 

■ 

■ 

1 

5 

12 

ICG 

Tot’l 

I 

for  5 

1 

25 

90 

2  17 

'  1 

21 

181 

27 

28 

352 

ye’rj 

1 

■ 

1 

Table  IX  shows  the  Daatlis  from  diseases,  not  notified,  during  the 
1895  to  1899  inclusive. 

TABLE  IX. 


X 

1 

bl3 

a  • 
543 

8 

0) 

j  X 

1  X 

i  ® 

y  .  <x 

. 

CO 

1  ctf 

N 

YEARS. 

X 

X 

X 

afet 

0 

23 

3-1 

X 

•rK 

P 

1  or 

1:: 

m 

9  > 
5  a 

.a  c 

i  ‘fH 

1 

_ 

Respii 

tory 

Diseas 

J:?  £» 

Wq 

•r-5 

!  C 

D 

a 

c 

H-( 

1895. 

i 

i 

2 

•  t 

8 

20 

12 

5 

2 

1«?6. 

.  . 

2 

2 

•  • 

10 

15 

8 

8 

181,7. 

.  . 

1 

3 

»  • 

29 

D 

4 

1:  98. 

5 

•  * 

% 

8 

26 

S 

1 

i 

1819. 

• 

2 

•  • 

T 

IT 

8 

8 

3 

Totals . 

► 

t 

1 5 

P 

.9 

41' 

103  i 

45 

21 

11 

A  tea  and  Population  of  the  Disttict  or  Division  to  ivhich  this  return  7  elates. 

Area  in  acres,  629.  Pcpiilation,  last  Census,  4896.  Estimated  to  middle  of  1899,  6346. 
Death  Rates:  General  17.49  per  1000  Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1899. 

,,  Infants  (under  one  year  of  age),  141.58  per  1000  Births  Registered. 
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Scarlet  Fev"*!', 


No  death  from  Scarlet  Fever  was  registered,  and  none  were 
r:g:  .T  Taring  the  previous  six  years. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.12, 

The  ninnbei  of  cases  notified  was  15,  as  compared  with  13  in  J.8H8, 
,2i>  in  11‘97,  82  in  1800,  10  in  1895,  and  7  in  1894. 


Diphtheria. 


'  )QO  death  from  diphtheria  \va.-'  registered,  as  compared  with  no 
dcAth  in  1898,  1897,  and  ISJJ,  L  i;i  1895,  and  I  in  189 1,  Death  -rate  015. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wale.s  was  0‘29, 

The  number  of  oases  inhif/ed  was  6,  as  compared  with  none  in 
1808.  5  in  189T.  none  in  1890,  G  in  1895,  and  7  in  1894. 

Of  the  six  cases,  three  were  infected  away  from  the  town  ;  in 
regard  to  the  other  three  cases  occurring  in  one  househ  d  I  no  source 
of  infection  could  bo  traced.  The  person  first  attacked  diJ  not  attend 
school- 


Enteric  Fever. 


Eleven  deaths  were  attributed  to  Enteric  Fever,  as  conipi  ed  with 
5  in  1898,  2  in  1837.  2  in  189J,  4  in  1895,  and  3  in  1894,  The  d^ath-rate 
was  173, 

The  average  death- r.ite  from  this  disease  in  the  ten  v*ars  ending 
with  1890  was(‘qu  ilt()  0  17  for  E  igland  and  Walei,  in  1897  it  was  015, 

Seventy-eight  c-sses  of  Enteric  Fjver  were  certified,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  49  in  1898.  19  in  1897.  23  in  1896.  12  enteric  and  3  continued 
ff  ver  in  1895.  an  I  14  enteric  and  8  continued  in  1894. 

The  case  mortality  in  1899  was  141  percent,  as  compared  with  10 
per  cent  i  1 1898.  T-ie  Ctise  ])rjvalenco  per  1000  of  population  was  11 '8. 

The  7 :  ca.sesof  Enteric  Fever  occnrre  1  during  all  the  foui-  quarters 
of  the  year.  Enteric  I’ever  was  notified  during  each  m  )nth  with  one 
exception,  viz.,  M  irch.  The  distribntioifc  of  the  cases  and  deaths 
monthly,  will  be  seen  in  Table  VI. 

They  we^e  distributed  in  1899,  as  i»  previous  jroars,  in  different 
•streets,  in  all  parts  of  the  town,  many  being  widely  apart  from  one 
another. 

Each  infected  house  aud  premises  were  inspected,  ani  defectt 
that  were  detecte  I  remedied-  liist ructions  were  giv-*n  us  to 

the  disinfect'on  of  the  excreta,  aud  a@  to  the  disinfecti )  i  .>f  the  in¬ 
fected  c  olhing. 

Leaflets  of  insi  ructio  i  aud  advice  were  distributed  to  each  house. 

The  w.c's  and  drains  were  flushed  with  a  disiafeotant  on  the  noti 
floation  and  on  Uie  termination  of  the  illness 

A  list  u.';  the  streets  attiickei  and  the  number  of  cases  follows 


TO 


Cases 

1899 

Infected 

Houses 

1899. 

Remarks. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

9  1 

"  1 

. 1 

1  in  bed  3  weeks 

1  2 

1 

1 

i  1 

1 

1  1 

1 

In  bed  3  weeks 

i  2 

2 

i  2 

2 

o 

0 

3 

5. 

4 

1  Imported,  1  in  bed 

i  . 

‘ 

. 

3  weeks. 

1 . 

1 . 

i  4 

3 

,  ,  . . 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

In  bed  3  days 

1 

2 

1 

2 

9 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 

7 

Next  door  to  previous 
case,  &  1  in  bed  3  wks 

2 

•2 

1  1  in  bed  3  weeks 

1 

1 

3 

.  3 

1  in  bed  3  weeks 

2 

2  ■ 

1 

1 

Imported 

4 

1  B 

.  1  in  bed  3  weeks 

.S 

2 

River  water,  next 

door  to  previous  case 

4 

4 

1 

1 

3  in  bed  3  weeks 

1 

1 

1  in  bed  3  weeks 

1 

1 

.  Impoited 

1 

1 

. '  3 

1 

■  River  water 

1  1 

i  1 

1 

1 

1 

Imnoi  ted.  in  bed 

1 

1 

I  3  weeks 

! 

1 

"8 

Streets. 


Adare  Street  . 

Angel  Street  , . . . , 
Australian  Terrace. 
Brackla  Street  . . . 

Cuedre  Street . 

('aroline  Street  . . . 
Cheltenham  Terrace 
Church  Road  . , , , , 
Clifton  Terrace  .... 

Coity  Fields  . 

Coity  Road . . . . 

Coitv  Street  . . 

Coychurch  Road. . . . 

Craig,  The . 

Dunraven,  Place  . . 


Edwajd  Street  . . . 

Elder  Street  . 

Ewenny  Road  . . . 

Green  Street . 

Grove  Road  . 

Jeiikin  Street . 

l.laugewvdd  Road, 
Llynvi  Stieet 
M.uk worth  Street  , 
Maddox  Place . . . .  . 
Meadow  Street  ... 
Moifa  Street  .... 
Newcastle  Hill  . . 


Xolton  Street  . . 
North  Street  . , , 
Oddfellows  Row' 
Park  Street .... 
Rhiw,  The  .... 
S*uth  Street  . . 
Square,  The  . . 


St  Mary  Stieet  . 
Suffolk  Street 
Sunny.'side  Road 

Quarella . . 

Queen  Street  . . . , 
Water  Street  . . . 
West  Street 

Workhouse,  The 
Wyndharu  Street 

Totnln . 


Cases 

1897 


Cases 

1898 


1 

3 


'>  I 


5 


•  > 

O 


19 


2 


2 

1 


1 

1 


1 

4 


2 

B 


i  1 


19 


By'  the  above  Table  it  may  be  seen  that  the  78 
buteu  in  60  houses,  situated  in  44  streets,  scattered 
town.  Of  the  78  cases,  4  were  infected  outside  the 


citses  were  distri- 
widely  all  over  the 
district.  Of  the  II 


n 

deaths,  i  was  infected  outside  the  disti  ict.  Ot  the  Oil  bouses,  afe^'^ 
only  were  found  on  inspection  to  have  sanitary  defects. 

Sevt'n  houses  had  more  than  one  case  occur. 

Of  the  (>5  houses,  excluding  the  four  houses  .with  cases  infected 
outside  the  district,  .‘>7  were  associated  with  the  hear  vicinity  o'f  pre 
vioni  cases  in  preceding  years, 

Tlire#  cases  had  often  bathed  in  the  river,  and  probably  drank 
The  water,  a  possible  aource  of  infection. 

Water  Stmtt_.y.— This,  as  usual,  is  plentiful,  and  has  always  lieen 
considered  salisfactoiy. 

Arrangemenls  have  been  made  that  a  specimen  should  he 
forwarded  for  analysis  every  quarter.  The  reportsgive  good  results. 

Again  thi^3  year,  as  last  year,  T  wrote  to  the  Se«retaiy  of  the  Gas 
and  Water  Company  asking  for  a  record  of  repairs  of  pipes,  with 
the  names  of  t  he  streets,  and  the  date#  when  the  water  was  again 
turned  on.  The  reply  received  was  “that  wedonot  keep  any  suitable 
record  of  repairs  to  enable  mo  to  give  5mu  the  desired  information.” 

1  wrote  to  the  same  effect  last  year,  and  receired  a  similar 
answer.  ' 

It  appears  surprising  and  niisatisf.u-tn  v.  an  i  I  think  d-e  ■•on.suinpr.; 
vlil  be  of  the  same  opinion,  that  ';^'ith  Typhoid  Fever  ei  diiric  in  the 
town  information  of  this  simple  and  straij^httorward  nature  lo  a  latcaitnble. 
Information  that  might  tena  to  elucidate  tli.3  cause  ot  the  disease  an  i  favour 
its  prevention.  I  think  the  time  has  come  when  youi-  Ci  )micil  shonhi  ask  for 
a  Local  OoTemmeut  Board  Inquiry  on  the  subject  of  Enteric  in  Brid¬ 

gend.  And  I  must  urge  on  consumers  the  a  lvis  ibiify  of  seein^  t^iUtthiir 
di'inkiug  water  is  boiled  thoroughly  before  being  used. 

Drvi.naoi:  a.\i>  Exc^kmkxt  DisposAf.. —  In  September  a  resolution  was 
passed  by  the  Cv)uncil  that  all  di'ains  iu  the  vicinity  of  infected  house.s 
should  be  inspected  and  hushed  with  diainf  ,  ctant. 

The  result  of  this  proceeding  was 

281  houses  were  inspected,  of  which 
12  houses  were  infected  with  Typhoid, 

4  of  these  had  drainage  defecti ; 

289  W(  re  nof  infected,  of  which 
70  bad  drainage  defect. 

Diuing  the  «  hole  year  the  result  of  inspection  has  been 
308  houses  Inspected,  of  which 
»)9  houses  were  infected  with  'typhoid; 

6  or  these  had  drainage  defect 

Thus  onl)  lO  per  c<u)t  infected  houses  had  such  defect,  '^hlle  39  por  c.ent 
of  non*intpcted  Houses  had  delect,  'thirty  houses  were  found  with  escape 
of  sewer  air.  Of  these  10  were  next  do.)r  to  houses  with  case*  of  Typhoid 
Fever, 

I  have  advised  the  provision  of  covered  iron  buckets  for  tlis 
collection  and  an  incinerator  for  the  destruction  of  infected  excretions 
This  advice,  I  regret  to  say,  has  not  been  adopted 

Daring  the  year  23  houses  in  which  'i'yphoid  Fever  ofciirred  wer*  found 
witli  sanitary  defeats,  these  being  mostly  iinpaved  yards. 

During  the  not  inconsiderable  number  of  years  I  have  he  >n  Medic  il 
Officer  of  Iloalth,  I  have  looked  at  this  question  of  'lyidioid  Kevei  t 
Bri<l!i:eud  from  several  and  various  uspecits. 

In  my  •AFliest  reports,  many  years  ago,  I  have  dealt  with  tli^  p  obibl ' 
d®l«t©riou8  ;e  of  Coity  Brook  an  I  the  Market  cnivivt  i  i  c  n  i '<3 

with  individual  ea«es  of  Enteric  Fever.  I’afc  these  two  poTur  •  i  «t:r.ra*u.%, 
which  are  praetleally  main  sewers,  affect  an  1  are  capable  of  sp  v  ftj  illy  in 
fecting  but  a  limited  area  of  the  district.  They  art  channels  with  un- 


e^m^ntefl  internal  snrfaces,  in  part  of  their  course  beneath  or  near  houses 
they  are  built  of  mortared  masonry  is-hich  doubtedless  admits  of  leakage 
through  the  interstices  bet^reen  the  stones. 

Of  recent  years  however,  the  disease  has  been  so  scattered  over  the 
town  and  its  incidence  has  been  so  wide-spread,  that  the  area  possibly 
capable  of  being  polluted  by  these  culverts  would  form  but  a  small  portion 
of  the  infected  area. 

The  portions  of  the  town  drainig  into  the  two  culverts  above  mentioned 
(and  into  another  on  the  Newoasle  side  of  the  river)  are  situated  at  the 
lowest  level  and  near  the  river,  whereas  in  my  reports  for  the  years  1897, 
1896,  1895  attention  is  directed  to  the  far  greater  incidence  of  the  disease  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  town  and  parts  at  a  distance  from  the  river,  i.e.  the 
incidence  is  on  the  higher  rather  than  on  the  lower  parts  of  the  town. 

i.t  one  time  I  was  inclined  to  attribute  the  cause  of  the  fever  to  sani¬ 
tary  defects  leading  to  escape  of  sewer  air  in  the  vicinity  of  dwellings,  but 
as  these  detects  gradually  became  remedied,  from  year  to  year,  and  cases 
broke  out  in  houses  with  recently  and  properly  con»tructed  drainage 
arrangements;  and  then  in  newly  built  houses  with  newly  constructed 
drainage  under  the  supervision  of  a  competent  Surveyor,  this  hypothesis 
was  given  up. 

Last  year  I  laid  stress  on  the  influence  of  soil  pollution  as  a  factor  in  the 
causation  of  the  disease,  and  the  number  of  invaded  houses  that  were  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  houses  invaded  in  previous  years,  and  dis¬ 
missed  the  hypothesis  of  drainage  being  the  probable  cause, 

Now  the  hypothesis  of  soil  pollution  would  imply  alternate  periods  of 
wet  and  dry  weather,  that  is  to  say,  one  would  look  for  an  increased  preva¬ 
lence  in  about  three  weeks  to  a  month  after  the  change.  This  ye  ir  we  have 
Typhoid  notified  in  each  month,  except  March  ;  thus— January  3,  P’ebruary 
1,  March  0,  April  3,  May  5,  June  5,  July  8,  August  15,  September  10, 
October  10,  November  14,  December  4. 

Here  the  increasing  prevalence  during  the  latter  six  months  of  the  year 
might  be  said  to  be  due  to  the  exceptionally  hot  and  dry  summer,  yet,  on 
the  whole,  there  are  not  those  alterations  of  prevalence  one  would  be  led 
to  expect,  the  incidence  of  the  cases  persistent,  continuous,  and  widespread 
suggests  a  cause  persistent,  continuous,  and  almost  universal  in  its  effects. 

Nor  does  the  distribution  of  cases  in  the  vicinity  of  cases  in  previous 
years  so  fully  suggest  local  infection  this  year  as  in  1898. 

Bridgend  is  built  on  a  limestone  formation,  except  the  lower  part  of  the 
town  which  is  upon  allenial  gravel. 

The  surrounding  district,  including  our  source  of  water  supply,  is  also 
mostly  on  limestone. 

Our  water  supply  is  plentiful  and  has  been  generally  held  to  be  above 
suspicion. 

Limestone  is  admitted  to  be  subject  to  fissures  extending  for  consider¬ 
able  distances,  and  underground  cavities,  or  even,  occasionally  temporary 
underground  streams  ;  now  these  conditions  might  occasion  pollution  of  a 
water  supply  at  considerable  distances  and  continuously,  if  such  intercom¬ 
munication  took  place  between  a  permanently  polluted  area  and  a  source  of 
water  supply  or  the  pipes  distributing  the  water. 

I  think  more  detailed  informatioti  on  this  subject  might  be  obtained  if  a 
Local  Government  Inquiry  were  held. 

1  wish  to  return  tor  a  moment  to  the  deaths  from  Typhoid  at  Bridgend. 

I  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  some  statistics  from  the  Annual  Report 
for  1898  of  the  Statistical  Committee  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
and  some  figures  dealing  with  Enteric  Fever  at  the  Monsall  Fever  Hospital, 
Manchestei’,  from  1884-94,  giving  the  cases  admitted,  the  death?,  and  the 
case  mort'dity  per  cent. 

The  case  mortality  percent,  for  all  ages,  at  the  Metropolitan  Asjlums 
•Board  Hospitals  was  17.4 ;  at  the  Monsall  Fever  Hospital  it  was  J7T,  and  the 
figures  from  each  added  together,  giving  a  total  of  over  14,009  cases  of 
Bateric  F ever,  give;? »  C4§e  mortality  of  17*3. 
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The  case  mortality  at  Bridgend  in.  1S98  was  10  per  cent. 

,,  189*  was  14*1  ,, 

And  the  two  years  added  together  gives  ..  12*5  ,, 

These  results  appeared  so  extravagantly  flattering  to  Bridgend,  that  I 
wondered  if  any  probably  explanation  could  be  ascertained. 

Influenza  was  exceptionally  prevalent  during  both  years,  more  par¬ 
ticularly  through  the  autumn  and  y^inter  months. 

On  enquiry  I  found  that  a  number  of  the  cases  were  exceptionally 
mild,  at  least  13  not  being  confined  to  bed  beyond  a  period  of  three  w  •  iis, 
and  a  few  for  even  a  shorter  time,  and  as  in  one  case,  that  I  notified  myself, 
I  came  subsequ'^ntiy  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  Typhoid  Fever,  bat 
Infiuenza,  I  thought,  therefore  that  it  was  just  possible  some  Influenza 
cases,  particularly  among  children  might  have  encroached  upon  the  Enteric 
Fever  notifications.  If  a  few  such  cases  (17)  were  erroneously  notified  as 
Enteric,  it  v/oulJ  give  a  case  mortality  for  Bridgend  of  17'3,  exactly 
agreeing  with  the  mortality  rate  of  the  14000  cases  at  the  Hospitals,  as  given 
above.  The  number  of  notifications  among  children  under  the  age  of  15 
years  was  40,  the  rate  being  5  per  cent,  the  rate  above  fifteen  years  was 
23-6  for  30  cases. 

The  rates  at  the  above-named  Hospitals  were  : — 

Cases  under  Fifteen  .  10*7= 

Cases  over  Fifteen  .  21 ’4. 

So  that  the  Bridgend  rate  under  fifteen  is  half  less  than  the  above,  while 
the  Bridgend  rale  over  fifteen  is  higher  than  the  similar  rate  above. 

The  distribution  of  cases  as  to  age  incidence  was— 

Under  Five  Years  . . .  5 

Five  and  under  Ten  .  22 

Ten  and  under  Fifteen  Years  . . .  II 

Fifteen  and  nnder  Twenty-five  Years  . . .  17 

Twenty-five  and  under  Thirty-five  Years  . .  8 

Thirty-five  and  under  Forty-five  Years  .  II 

Forty-five  and  under  Fifty-five  Years  . . . . .  2 

7S 

Diarrhoea. 

Two  Deaths  were  recorded  from  Diarrhoea,  as  compared  with  non©  in 
1828,  2  in  1897,  2  in  1896,  and  2  in  1895.  Death  rate,  0.31. 

The  Rate  for  England  ond  Wales  in  1899  was  0-98. 

The  absence  of  any  increase  of  deaths  from  Diarrheea,  notwithstanding 
the  prevalence  of  Enteric  Ferer  is  most  noticeable.  The  same  ha*  been 
observed  in  other  places. 

There  were,  liowever,  10  deaths  from  Gastro-Bnteiitis.  These  would  b® 
better  classfied  as  Diarrhcea. 

Puerperal  Fever, 

No  Death  from  Puerperal  Fever  was  recorded.  No  Death  in  1898,  1897 
1896,1101*  1898.  Two  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  3  in  1898,  2  in 
1897,  none  in  1396.  and  4  in  1895. 

Erysipelas. 

No  Death  from  Erysipelas.  No  death  in  the  5  years  from  1895  to 
1899  inclusive. 

Five  cases  were  certified,  as  compared  with  3  in  1898,  7  in  1897,  5  in 
1896,  7  in  1895. 

{The  distribution  of  the  deaths  and  cases  of  the  above  notitiabl© 
diseases  in  the  district  will  be  seen  in  the  Tables  VI.  and  VII. 

Influenza. 

Three  Deaths  attributed  to  Influenza  were  registered,  as  compared  with 
4  in  1998.  Death  rate,  0*47.  Infiuenza  prevailed  during  the  whole  year 
The  Deaths  occurred,  2  in  March,  1  in  April. 
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xVo  School  was  closed  during  1899. 

Chi’drenf  iffering  from  Infectious  Disease  were  torbi  II  li  uug  to  Scliool 

Food  Supply. 

The  carcase  of  a  cc-.v  was  conlemned  as  niitit  foe  liaoun  consumption 
by  riason  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  herd  from  which  she  was  obtained  uiilerwcjiit  the  TabercuUn  Test, 
and  one  cow  that  reacted  to  the  serum  was  isolated. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  svas,  as  usual,  plentiful. 

The  Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses. 

These  were  inspjected  according  to  custom.  One  Slanghterh  inse  is  fair¬ 
ly  satisfactory,  the  other,  a  private  one,  is  unsatisfactory. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

The  one  at  the  Rhiew,  Oidcaslle,  has  damp  walls,  dirty,  imp'aired  yard, 
and  is  unfit  for  its  purpose  ;  at  b(jth  the  bed  acconiiu  ^rlation  j.'revided  does 
not  a  low  sufficient  cubic  space  needed  for  each  lodger 

General  Conditions. 


Ihe  general  state  of  the  district  has  been  further  improved.  Hiiildiiig 
operadons  still  continue,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  as  i a  previous  years. 

Four  houses  in  the  Square,  Xewca.stle,  should  be  dosel.  The  three 
bouses  near  the  bottom  of  New’castie  Hill,  The  Ovvtt.a,  51  an  I  Newcastle 
Hill  and  S,  West-street  have  been  closed,  and  5j,  Ncwcastie  Hill,  is  unfit  for 
occupation. 

An  example  of  the  need  for  the  increase  of  the  area  of  this  Trban  Dis¬ 
trict  was  given  again  this  5"ear  by  the  Typhoid  Fever  ca^es  occurring  outside 
the  boundary  in  the  Penybont  District,  where  the  Urban  Inspector  had  no 
power  to  deal  with  such  cases,  although  they  w’^ere  p)rfictically  a  part  of  the 
outbreak  in  Bridgend.  Another  exam.ple  I  can  give  is,  that,  although  your 
Council  propose  taking  the  sewer  dowm  the  Westfield-road,  passing  the  7 
dwellings  of  the  Cottage  Homes  and  other  8  houses  in  the  same  road,  the 
Penj'^bont  Council  have  refused  to.  contribute  towards  the  expenses  of  con¬ 
structing  the  seM’er.  This  refusal  would  appear  to  strengthen  the  contention 
for  the  enlargement  of  the  boundaries  of  the  Urban  District,  as  in  addition 
to  the  above  10  houses,  there  are  othtr  3.4,  making  a  tjfeal  of  44  houses  already 
built  immediately  adjoining  and  onbv  Just  outside  the  boundary,  an  I  con¬ 
taining  a  population  of  about  25.5  persons. 

Public  and  Private  Impro\  emeittvS. 

these  will  be  found  in  detail  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

Rtquirements. 

i  —  A  sy:item  of  Sewteag-'.  This  work  is  now  being  earned  ou. 

2.  Bro('k-6treet,  road  behind  Coity-road,  The  Craig,  Maekworth-street, 
approaches  to  yuffulk-sti  eet,  Jenkin-street,  Cheltenham -terrace  to  be 
properly  made. 

>.--  The  closure  of  the  insanitary  dwellings  named  abo\e. 

U  — Covered  iron  buckets  for  the  removal  of,  autl  an  incinerator  for  the 
destrncti  >n  of  infected  excreta. 

0.  — A  Local  Oo\  ernment  B  ard  Inquiry  into  the  prevalence  of  Enteric 
Fever  at  Bridgend. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  has  not  yet  been  erected  for  the  combined 
H  »spital  Distiict.  I  regret  that  covered  iron  buckets  and  an  incineratcr 
have  not  been  provided.  The  Cornell  liaw  framed  and  adopted  Regulations 
under  the  Dailies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk-shops  Order. 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Yonrs  faithfully, 

WY.NDHAM  liiyDiil  I- 


.•ridiff  Ad,  24th.  >pvil.  U##. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Surveyor’s  Office, 

Bridgend. 

To  the  Bridgend  Urban  District  Council^ 

Gentlemen, 

I  be;?  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Seventh  Annual 
Report  of  the  Sanitary  Works  executed  under  your  Authority  during 
the  year  ending  December  1899. 

Houses. 

Twenty-  two  new  houses  have  been  erected  and  certified  fit  for 
habitathui. 

Slauglifer  Houses. 

1  have  frequentlv  inspected  the  slaughter  -houses.  I  seized  a  car¬ 
case  of  a  cow  affected  with  tuberculosis  in  the  D  unraven  Slaughter 
house  and  had  it  destroyed. 

Dairies  and  (!owsIied8. 

In  consequence  of  the  cow  slaughtered  suffering  from  tubercu¬ 
lar  disease,  having  come  from  Park  Farm,  a  veterinary  surgeon 
was  engaged  to  examine  the  herd  of  milking  cows,  with  the  result 
that  one  of  them  was  suffering  from  the  disease.  The  farmer  took 
steps  to  isolate  the  one  affected  from  the  others.  Now  that  the 
Council  have  made  regulations  with  respect  to  dairies,  cowsheds 
and  milksheiD  it  will  facilitate  their  inspection  and  the  enforcing  of 
improvements. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

In  all  infectious  cases  notified  leaflets  with  instructions  as  to 
isolation,  disinfection,  &c.,  were  left  at  the  houses  and  disinfectant 
supplied,  also  the  drains  flushed.  51  rooms  with  bedding,  clothes, 
&c.,  were  disinfected  with  Formalin  gas.  In  two  cases  it  was  found 
necessary  to  destroy  the  bedding, 

24  houses  out  of  f)6  in  which  enteric  fever  occurred  had  the 
following  Sanitary  defects 

7  houses  with  uupaved  backyards. 

1  house  with  unpaved  and  full  W.C. 

1  house  with  unpaved  backyard,  unventilated  drain,  defective 
yard  gully  trap,  and  w.c.  without  proper  moans  of  flushing. 

1  house  with  unpaved  yard,  unventilated  drain,  defective  yard 
gully  trap,  rainwater  pipes  connected  direct  to  drain,  w.c.  without 
proper  means  of  flushing 


i6 

i  houses  with  defective  <>r  improt>eriy  paved  backyards. 

1  house  with  defective  or  improperly  paved  backyard,  unventi- 
latod  drain.  an<l  w.c.  without  pro])er  moans  for  finsliiiig. 

J  house  With  defective  or  improperly  paved  backyard,  iinveii- 
tilated  drain  and  defective  yard  gully  trap. 

I  house  with  unvcntilated  drain  and  ])ipes  not  jointed. 

1  liouse  witli  unventilated  drain  and  water  simply  cut  off  from  w.c 

I  house  with  choked  drain  and  dirty  yard. 

i.  house  with  foul  w.c.  and  broken  pan  and  syphon. 

1  house  with  foul  w.c.,  water  supply  cur  otf,  defective  yard 
gully  trap  and  sink  connected  direct  to  drain. 

1  house  with  damp  vrall  and  foul  w.c. 

I  house  with  water  suppl^^  cut  off  from  w.c. 

i  house  wiih  no  proAusion  for  cari’yin?<  awny  v.  aste  or  slop  water, 
and  w.c.  without  proper  means  for  flushing. 

Total  Number  of  Hon.ses _ 21, 


Action  taken  for  tbe  Abatenieiil  of  Nni^aiicc.s.  itc 


The  total  number  of  hon-e.s  inspected  was  .‘Til. 

85  Preliminary  Noticjs  iiave  beenseiv..d  for  ihe  abatement  o.i 
Nuisances. 


I  a  Legal  notices  have  been  served  for  tlie  abitement  of  nui- 
saaces,  and  onl^?- iu  one  ease  lias  it  been  fouii  l  necess.iry  to  apply 
for  magisterial  aid. 

1  Legal  notice  has  been  served  for  the  provision  of  efficient  water 
closet. 


7  Legal  notices  have  been  served  requiiiiig  premises  to  be  made 
fit  for  liuman  habitation  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act  1890. 

47  House  drains  were  cleared  from  obstruction  and  repaired. 

7  Defective  house  drains  reconstructed. 

13  Unventilated  drains  ventilated  with  4  inch  shaftvS, 

1  W.C.’s  provided  with  flushing  cisterns  and  water  laid  on. 

2.5  choked  and  filthy  w.c.'s  cle  ned  and  repaiied. 

23  Defective  av.c.  pans  and  traps  removed  and  replaced  with  now 

16  Defective  .yard  traps  removed  and  replaced  v.uth  stoneware' 
gully  traps. 

21  Backyards  haAV^  been  paved 

6  Defective  shoots  an  1  down  pipes  repaired  and  made  good. 

J9  Nuisances  abate  I  c  iusod  by  the  improper  keeping  of  fowls, 

13  Nuisances  a i»jited  caused  by  offence,  accumulation  and  stabie 
manu'-e 

6  D welling-houses  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  human  cccupa 
Lion  l)y  the  order  of  the  Jastijo'j.  Two  of  these  have  been  repaired 
and  an  order  obtained  to  open  them. 


T.  au!.  Gentlemen. 

Your  Obedient  Iservant, 

M.  WILLIAMS, 

Surveyor  and  J  inspector 


